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an the garment of praiſe foe {| hic 
heaviticls. — by rea- ¶ ſto 
ning in the beſt of Chriſ- w 

r joys will often be damp'd, and || cei 

their evidences of heaven clouded, * that! 
cannot expect always to be revived I cri 
the comfortable pope of that inheri- | wh 
des which is 8 le, e mar and Th 
fades not away Hut muſt expect ſometimes ff lie 
to walk in darkneſs, and to ſee no light, I que 
tho' at the ſame ti they reſt on the arm luſt 
of the Lord T Jeſus, Chriſt, and aur them- yi 
thai 

plor 

mu! 

her 

pow 

mu 

and 

apt 
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per world, and 


vilege to 
vere aft 


encounter. — when it makes its ap- perf 
proach, in the moſt terrible form, Ba elf, 
Near or amazement. _ a 
The wards which I have choſe to ig 
| | on; are the concluſion of the epiſtle, whi 

„ / our exalted Redeemer qictated to the apoſtle 
EE . John, his beloved diſciple, in order to be 
ent to the church at Pergamos; and they 
| ate introduced with a command to give at- | 
tention. Let him that has an ear, hear [. © 
whiat the Spirit - ſays to the churches; To g . 
Hiqa that rn will = to cat of che l 
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ſtone, and on the ſtone a new name wrote, 
i _ WEI 


deives it." 

_This of ſeripture gives us the dil 
Wed wor vin, pr perſons, to 
whom the greateſt bleſſings are promiſed. 
They are ſuch as over@me, or true be- 
lievers in Chriſt. Every Chaiſtian is a con- 
queror more or leſs: He muſt overcome the 
luſts and remprations of the age wherein he 
lives; he muſt ſudue the latent corruptions 
that are in himſelf; he muſt 1 r the 
a qa: Wer of che cue las och and 

nx to 4 law; 


po ngde 

muſt ſlight all che . — of "ihe world, 
and muſt take up his eroſs, and follow che 
captain of his ſalvation, who was made 
perfect thro' ſufferings; he muſt deny him- 
ſelf, and with an undaunted courage muſt 


break-thro' all rubs; which are laid in the 


way, to obſtruct His march 10 che heavenly 
Canaan; and he muſt be conſtant. in 
ing forward to the courts of the, heavenly 


Jeruſalem, notwithſtanding pram of bs on 
* riſe age che imperfeion 'of 
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6 OF CHRISTIAN 


frame, and difficulties from without may 


attend him, in the performance of his duty. 

Such a perſon is the man who will re- 
ceive a bleſſing from the God of his ſalva- 
tion : not one who in a cowardly manner 


© - conceals his ſenſe of the great articles of re- 


ligion, to get a little of the droſs of the 


_ earth ; not one who ſymbolizes with a vain 
world, to gain their empty and unavailing : 


applauſe; and not one who avoids all ſuffer- 
ings, which might attend him, if he kept 
to his duty. 
have their pride gratified here, will, unleſs 
they repent, another day, hear Chriſt pro- 
nounce thoſe dreadful words to them, De- 
part from me you workers of iniquity, I know 
you not. Great then will be their confu- 
fion ; but, on the other hand, great will be 
the joy of ſuch as have overcome by the blood 
of the Lamb, and have kept the word of 
his teſtimony; they will, with congratula- 
tion, welcome their God and Savjpur to his 
judgment, ſeat, becauſe they are to be for 
ever with him. This, which can only be 
expected hereafter, might be ſufficient to 


encourage any one to be faithful ro Chriſt's I; 


cauſe, but ſuch as will be ſo, are not left 
without ſupports here; nay they have the 
beſt bleſſings promiſed them. 5 
One benefit promiſed in the text, to ſuch 
as overcome, is a participation of Chriſt 


and his fullneſs; „ will give him to . 


Such creatures, tho they may 


ASSURANCE. 7 
the hidden manna. The ſpiritual feeding 
on Chriſt by faith, is called eating manna; 
becauſe the manna, \which, like a morning 
dew, fell about the tents of the Iſraelites, 
was a type of Chriſt. It is called feeding 

on the hidden manna, becauſe Chriſt in his 
glorious excgllencies is hid from profane, 
ignorant, and irreligious ſinners, who are 


8 Fihſenſible of his ſuperlative beauty, and have 


no taſte, to reliſh his ſweetneſs. They who 
believe in Chriſt only have an experimen- 


tal knowledge of his ſweetneſs, becauſe they 


feed on him by faith; this brings preſent 
comfort, and will end in eternal life ; This 
he has told us, in the following words, 
« Whoſo eats my fleſh, and drinks my blood, 
has eternal life. >” Such an one has eternal 
life, in the promiſe and foretaſtes of it, here, 
and will have it, in full poſſeſſion, hereafter. 

Another bleſſing promiſed to fuch as o- 
vercome, is abſolution, or the pardon of ſin; 
for this we' are to underſtand by giving a 
white ſtone. Among the ancients, thoſe 
who gave their judgment, as to life and 
death, did it by batt: or by throwing 
into an urn, black e and white ſtones, with 
the name of the perſon, who had been un- 
der tryal, upon them; if the greater number 
of the ſtones were white, he was acquitted; 

* "a 
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if otherwiſe, he was oondemn d. The whit 
ſtone of abſolution is granted to a ſinner 
when he is enabled to plead the righteouþ 
neſs: and infinite, merit of Chriſt; then God 
mercifully accepts him, pardans his ſins, de 
- . Clares him righteous; and abſolves him from 
condemnation. When the white ſtone is 
thus given to a ſinner, his ſtate is changed; 
for I a guilty criminal he is made righ- 
teous, and from the death of a con- 
2 ſtare, to hh Life of 2 Jalil con- 
n. 5 
Another benefit prom 8 aid to ſuch as over- 
come, is the ee. God's love; which 
is the new name, wrote on the white ſtone, 
which none know but ſuch as receive i 
It is a ney name to all to whom it is given: 
the name of every finner, from his birth, i 
à black apoſtate, a child of wrath, a rebel 
againſt, God, a condemn d traitor, and an 
heir- of, hell; but when he has the yhite 
| Done given him, or when he is pa 
and juſtinied, he is juſt perſon, a member 
of Cook, « ehild . God, and an heir af 
heaven. The new name "which is wrote 
on the white ſtone, is not "legible. to any, 
e to him id Hood ney Ih not but. that 
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Whereas when a Chriſtian has the witneſs 

of the Spirit within himſelf, he may be af 
le: fured, — his end will be peace, and his 
IJ reſt will be glorious, 

I defign, from the text I have choſe, to 
diſcourſe of the aſſurance of God's love, 
which is granted to believers, by the teſti- 
N-E mony.of the holy Spirit; yon thoughts 
concerning this nice and arduous point, I 
ſhall humbly give in ſeveral propoſitions, 

I. Chriſtian aſſuranee is a taſte of the Jove 
of 6 d with a „that he 
Jes good will edle way: and tho it ſup- 
poſes faith, e 22 times 
to fait. 

Aſſoraneg of nase a deep ſenſe, or 
a lively taſte of God's love, join'd with a 
fro 2 of his good wil towards us, 
whereby we are enabled to look back on 
Ve are, and to ſee that God is our Fa- 
&, that we are his adopted children, thro 1 
Chriſt, and that he will fave us with au e- 
rerlafting ſalvation. Aſſurance differs from 
faith, tho it preſuppoſes it: There is often 
the faith of adberence and meinen in Eo 
ſons, who are fo far from having aſſuran 
that they walk in darkneſs, and 
but, on __ hand, are Gd with gloomy 
fears and 0 1 about their e- 
ternal _— 
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o OF CHRISTIAN 
Iſaiah, has has; wer that ſome might fear || th. 
him, and obey s voice, who yet walk- U 
ed in darkneſs, and were left without light; Po 
and thus he has ſpoke to ſuch: Who is Wr. 
there among you that fears the Lord, and obeys 

the voice of his ſervant, that walks in dark- | 20 
neſs, and has no light ? ler him truſt in the fro 
name of the Lord, and ſtay upon his God.” | ©! 
There can be no affurance where there is y 

no faith; but there may be faith where there 
is no affurance. - che! 

|  T readily grant, that one {fort of aſſurance mo 
zs abſolutely neceſſary to true faith, which | nan 
zs a full affurance of underſtanding, that | whe 
Chriſt is actually ſent of God, to ſeek and I net 
fave ſinners ; that he is every way able to if and 
fave them, and has actually wrought out cher 
their ſalvation in the beſt manner. It is ri-¶ ſon 

?  diculous to think any can believe in Chriſt, N be d 

2 as a Saviour, without being ſatisfied, he is 

— appointed as ſuch, by the God who wagof- 

fended ; that he is mighty toſaveallwh m 
Father gave him; and that he juſtly cryd 
out with trium ph, It is finiſned, before he 
breath'd out his irit into the hands of him 
who gave it, and ſent him to complete mens I. 
falvation: But a Chriſtian may be aſſured of in Cl 
all this, and may be willing to commit his 
ſoul to Chriſt as a mighty and faithful Re- 
deemer, who can ſee no ground to conclude, 
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chat this mighty Saviour died for him in par- 


ticular ; and that he has actually a part or 
portion in the redemption, which he 
, | wrought out for ſinners. Rn. 
8 I own, that ſome of the beſt writers a- 
mong the glorious army of our reformers 
e from 5 
„tion of faith, when they ſpeak of it, as car- 
is rying in it its own evidence, which is no leſs 
e | than aſſurance. I do not ſay this to leſſen 

their value; for none can value their me- 
| mory more than I; and I am ſatisfied, their 
h names will be as ſweet ointment agony forth, 
at | when the remembrance of ſuch, as reſolve 
d never to follow them in their work of faith, 
to and labour of love, and yet can ſneer at 
ut chem, will rot in oblivion. The only rea- 
bon I take notice of this is, that none may 
& be drawn, by their authority, to think, there 
Iss no faith without aſſurance. It may per- 
Lhaps be matter of wonder that perſons of 
ſo much light ſhould entertain ſuch a miſ- 
conception: The reaſon I take to be, part- 
ly, their zeal to refute the aſſertion of the 


in Chriſt; and chiefly, their own experience, 
and the great ſtrength of their faith; they 
themſelves had great aſſurance for their en- 
duragement, becauſe they were raiſed u 

to do a great work for God in the world, 
and as they found it in their own ſpirits, 


2 


NF FS. S8 SR ES 


. 


pery, have given a wrong defini- 


papiſts, that Chriſtians can only attain to a 
conjecture about the truth of their intereſt 
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1 Or CHRISTIAN | 
oy chought it might be with other per- f 


18 does not conſiſt barely in the ir 
faith of reliance, but it is faith, if I may re 
ſo ſpeak, ſublimated, or raiſed up to a ff fu 
ſpiritual ſenſe. Faith may be exerciſed on || tt 
the rock of ages, whilſt yer Chriſtians, by I fa 

reaſon of remaining darkneſs, may not be 
got above the fears of being overſet by the 
waves and billows of corruption and temp- 
tation, which beat upon them; but if by 
the good hand of God the Spirit upon them, | wi 
their faith is enabled to gain a victory over 
ſlaviſn fears and unbelieving doubts, it is 
follow'd with aſſurance, and they can re- 
joice with joy unſpeakable, and full of g 
ty, becauſe they receive the end of 
faith, which is the aſſurance of their rn 
tion: This is called the end of faith, by the 

apoſtle Peter, in the following paſſage, 
« © Now for a ſeaſon you are in heavinels 
thro' manifold temptations, that the trial o 
your faith, being much more precious than 
of gold chat periſhes, tho ic be tried with 
fire, might be found to praiſe, and honour, 
and glory, at the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt 
whom having not ſeen you love, in whor 
tho now yau ſee him not, yet believi 
rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full | of 2lo | 
ry, receiving the end, or i perfection, of Ip 


i. 6 
4 18 La wines T9 vous rien. , rorngla age ich N 
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- ASSURANCE. Ly: 
faith, even the ſalvation of your ſouls.” After 
the faith of Chriſtians has been try'd, as gold 
in a furnace, they are ſometimes brought to 
rejoice with a joy, which is ineffable, and 
full of glory ; and when they have this joy, 
they have aſſurance, which is the end of het 
faith, and is ſalvation, as it were, in hand. 
The prime work of juſtifying faith is to 
look to Chriſt, and to cloſe with him; bur 
aſſurance is the reflection of faith on itſelf, 
or faith looking back to a myſtical union 
with Chriſt; and our juſtification by him. 
That faith which is abſolutely neceſſary to 
ſalvation, is employ'd in relying on Chriſt; 
but affurance is our looking back on the 
bleſſedneſs of our ſtate, by our having ac- 
tually raken hold on Chriſt. When we do 
not diftinguiſh between the direct and recol- 
lective acts of faith, we create endleſs in- 
tanglements to ourſelves: The direct acts of 
faith, which are put forth, when a believer 
looks to Chriſt, receives him, and relies up- 
on him, are eſſential to the being of faith, 
ith] and are neceſſary to ſalvation; but the ſe- 
condary, or recollective acts of faith, which 
iſt © are put forth, when a Chriſtian is perſuaded 
of his juſtification and adoption, and can 
ſee himſelf in a ſtate of grace, are neceſſary 
o conſolation. A man may be ſaved, who 
only exerciſes the direct acts of faith; but 
he cannot be aſſured of his ſalvation, with- 


out the ſecondary acts of it. 
Kt 3 II. Aſſurance 
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II. Aſſurance is a thing not impoſſible to 
be attain d in this life. 1 
1. That a Chriſtian may in this life attain 
aſſurance, is evident, from the command in 
ſcripture, to preſs after it. This the apoſtle 
Peter 8 has charg d on thoſe, to whom be 
wrote; © Brethren, give diligence, to make 
your calling and election ſure.” His mean- 
ing is to + 2 purpoſe ; Be conſtant and di- 
ligent to lead a holy life, that you may know 
your election to be firm and immoveable, 
and your vocation to be true and real. This 
command is a proof, that we may know the 
ſureneſs of our election, and the truth of 
our calling; and conſequently, that we may 
know our ſelves to be in a ſtate of ſalvation, 
The intrinſic ſtability of our election depends 
not on our faith or works; for if it did, it 
would be like a picture drawn on the looſe 
T_ which every blaſt defaces: but it is 
fible, that we can know ourſelves to be 
cha and call d, unleſs we ſhew forth the 
virtues of him who has choſe and call'd us, 
in a holy and blameleſs converſation. 
2. Our obtaining aſſurance is one-end of 
_ God's revealing the greateſt myſteries to us, 
and therefore it may be attain'd: This may 
be gathered from the following words of 
the apoſtle John ; h Theſe things have I 
wrote to you, who believe in the name of 
the Son of God, that you may know you 


4 2 Per. 3 i. 10. s | Joha v. 13. 
have 


ASSURANCE. 15 
have eternal life.” The end of the great apo- 
ſtle, in this writing, was, that they to whom 
he ſent his epiſtle, might know, that Jeſus 
1 cChriſt was the natural, eternal Son of God, by 
whom only they could have life and ſalva- 
© tion; andone end of this ſtupendous and ad- 
mirable diſcovery was, that they might be 
- Bl aflured of their intereſt in that eternal ſalva- 
don, which the mighty Redeemer had pur- 
£8 chaſed for them. The end of God, in ſending 
„his Son, and revealing him effectually to us 
s and in us, is not only that we may get to 
c heaven, but that we may be aſſured we are 
f actually travelling thither ; if aſſurance were 
Ia thing abſolutely impracticable, one end of 
n. God, in revealing his Son, would be loſt, 
I E which is not to be ſuppoſed. 
z. The intent of God, in giving ſo many 
ſe N gracious promiſes, and in confirming them 
5 ty his oath is, that we may have aſſurance. 
God has added his oath to his promiſe, that 
6 be might put the truth of his merciful de- 
8 ddarations out of queſtion. The Scripture 
„las aſſured us, that 1 God being willing, 
of Inore abundantly to ſhew the heirs of pro- 
5 Iniſe che immutability of his counſel, con- 
Y. irm'd it by an oath; that by two immutable 
ings, wherein it was impoſſible for God 
o lie, we might have ſtrong conſolation ;”. 
or k « @ firm, well grounded conſolation.” 
Now how could we attain to a firm, well 


i Heb. vi. 17, 18. i "Is viper raędx lope. 
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1x6 OF CHRISTIAN 
ounded conſolation, if we could get no 
higher than a conjectural certainty? This 
would make our conſolation a mere ſhadow; 
would this ever quiet one who is ſeriouſly 
concern d about his future ſtate ? Is this all 
the fruit that grows on the promiſes and 
the oath of God? Such a conſolation would 
be rather deluſive than firmly grounded; for 
our comfort can never be ſtable, till our 
fears of wrath and condemnation are van- 
uiſh'd, and till we come ſenſibly to know, pr 
t Chriſt is our Saviour. | 
4. The tendency of ſeli-examination ¶ ple 
roves, that aſſurance may be attain d in this N jþ 
life. If we can never know what we are, no 
to what purpoſe ſhould we be call'd upon I v1 
to ſearch our hearts, and to examine our N c 
ſelves? As we _ know, by the want of 
the fruits of the Spirit, that we are in 4 
ſtate of nature; ſo we may know, by our 
having them, that we are in a ſtate of grace. 
If Chriſtians can attain to the knowledge 
that they have grace, they may know they 
are in a ſtate of ſalvation; but that they 
may know they are in a ſtate of ſalvation, is 
plain from the many particulars, which the 
_ apoſtle John has declared in his — 
they may know, with relation to Ives: 
He has there aſſured us, that believers ma) 
know that they are | united to God; tha 


1 Hereby we know, that we are in him, 1 John ii. 5. © 
| F he 
2 ; 
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o he ® dwell in them, and = loves them; that 
18 if they are ® of him, and e know him; that 
V5 fl they have 4 faith, and are: of the truth; and 
ly chat f they love all who bear their Makers 
image: If we may know all theſe things of 
1 our ſelves, we may know we have grace; 
or 
ur 
n- 


and, conſequently, may be aſſured, that we 
are in a ſtare of ſalvation, and ſhall be com- 
pletely ſaved at laſt. 1 
We may know that we have a divine 
V, principle infuſed into us, by the workings 
of it in us; for where there is grace im- 
on planted in the heart, it will make itſelf vi- 
his fible in the actions of the life; fo that it is 
re, no inſuperable difficulty for us, to know 
0N what our ſtate is, would we but exerciſe the 
out WF faculty of conſideration. Surely, if we ex- 
of amine our ſelves, we may know, whether 
n 2 God's glory is dearer. to us than all things; 
our whether we delight in converſing with Chriſt; 
ace. whether heavenly meditations, and — 
Og: duties are more grateful to us than ſinful 
bey. © He which keeps his commandments, dwells in him, and 
e in him; and hereby we know that he abides in us, by the 
n, Þ W Spirit which he has given us. Ibid. Hi. 24. | | 
2 We have known, and believed the love which God hae 
to us. Ibid. iv. 16. ES 1 
* We know that we are of God. Ibid. v. 19. : 
? Hereby we know that we know him, if we keep his | 
commandments. Ibid. ii. 3. | | | 
1 He that believes on the Son of God, has the witneſs in 
himſelf, Ibid. v. 10. 3 R | 
We know that we are of the truth. Ibid. iii. rg. 
By this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God, and "== commandments. Ib. v. 2. 


e 
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thoughts and vain amuſements; and whe- 
ther there be light in our minds, gentleneſs 
in our wills, and warmth and ſprightlineis 
in our affections: There is no perſon but 
might know all this, would he ſeriouſly con- 
verſe with his own ſpirit. When we find 
any thing of the new birth in us, we may 
know we are the children of the living God; 
and tho' this may not riſe up to a full ſatis- 
factory aſſurance, yet it is the beginning of 

it, and ſhews it to be a thing attainable. 
III. True Chriſtian aſſurance is principal 
Iy founded on the witneſs of the holy Spirit. 
Aſſurance may very well be ſaid to be 
founded, partly, on the teſtimony of a Chriſ- 
tian's juſtification ; for when a convinced, 
weary, and burden'd ſinner ſtretches out the 
trembling hand of his faith, to lay hold on 
a bleeding, dying Jeſus, and holds him faſt, 
he begins to feel quiet, and meet with re- 
— — and to have the load taken 

rom his conſcience: To expect peace, wi 
out firſt doing this, is as E to 1ma- 
gine a roof may be raiſed when no founda- 
tion has been laid. When a fainting ſoul 
looks to Chriſt with a heart full of ſorrow 
and grief, Chriſt looks upon him with eyes 
full of love and compaſſion. When any one 
is brought to rely on Chriſt by faith, he has 
ſome teſtimony from the active exerciſe of his 

faith, that he is pardon'd and juſtified. | 

Aſſurance may alſo be juſtly faid to be, 
3770205 - 9 3 partly, 
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ASSURANCE. 19 
partly, founded on the teſtimony of ſancti- 
fication; for when any one finds that he is 
not ſo carnal as he was before; that his 
droſs is burnt up; that his pollution is waſh'd 
away; and that the bent of his heart is as 
much ſer on God and heaven, as it was once 
on fin and the world; this is a witneſs of 
his converſion to God. When a man is 
turn'd from darkneſs to light, from death to 
life, from fin to holineſs, from uncleanneſs 
to purity, from bondage to liberty, and from 
carnal courſes to delighting in ſpiritual 
things, a great change has paſs'd upon him; 
and when he is ſenſible of this change, it is 
a teſtimony of his being in a ſtate of grace. 

The diſtin& teſtimonies of juſtification and 
ſanctification are true and real; but they do 
not always carry in them a full evidence to 
ſatisfy the perſons who have them; for ma- 
ny are juſtified and ſanctified, who are far 
from being aſſured they are ſo; therefore 
there is need of a farther witneſs to render 
a Chriſtian aſſured of his ſalvation; and that 
is the teſtimony of the holy Spirit: His teſ- 
umony follows, and corroborates the teſti- 
mony of juſtification and ſanctification; theſe 
may be, where the Spirit does not ſenſibly 
bear witneſs; but his teſtimony is never af- 
forded to ſuch as are neither juſtified nor 
ſanctified; for while ſinners are not juſtified, 
they are in a ſtate of condemnation, ſo that 
the Spirit of truth cannot bear witneſs to 


7 Q —— ——— —— —ů— — - We I K * wy + vr _ 


their abſolution; and while they are unſanc. 


cCation, but is ſubſequent upon them, and 
puts the one and the other out of doubt. 


a Chriſtian, does four things. 
inſight into the treaſures of the grace of God 


city to reſcue the poſteriry of man, who 
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tified, they are contrary to any thingholy, 
ſo that the Spirit of holineſs cannot teſtify 
to their purification. The Spirit's teſtimo- 
ny does not precede juſtification and ſanctifi- 


The Spirit of God, in giving aſſurance to 
1. The holy Spirit gives a Chriſtian a true 


SO BS Cc 2 at vo ws wm in a 


and the love of Chriſt. The Spirit gives v 
him ſome view of the mercy of God the Fa- tt 


cher, in the freeneſs and richneſs of it, and Nat 


brings him to know ſomething of the heighth, Iſ be 
and depth, and length, and breadth of that ch 


love which paſſes knowledge, as to the full I hi 


comprehenſion of it: He ſets Chriſt forth in 
all 4 fullneſs and glory; he makes him 
known to a believer, in the dignity of his 
perſon, as the great and ſupreme God, who, 
tho equal to the Father in nature, yet vo- 
luntarily condefcended to act in ſubjection to 
him, as his ſervant, and took upon him the 
form of a ſervant, or appeared as a man, 2 
miſerable man, that he might be in a capa- 


when he was in honour continued not: He 
repreſents him as ſent of the Father, to ſeek 

and help ſuch as are loſt, as every way able I fili 
to ſave them, and moſt willing to relieve 
them; He repreſents him as having, by the 


moſt 
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moſt coſtly price, purchaſed their. ſalva- 


wrath alone, and without any partner 
wrought out for his —_— complete deli- 
verance, the glory of which he only muſt 
therefore wear: He ſets him forth in the 

rue infinite merit of his death, and in the power 

od of his reſurrection; that all who truſt in the 
ves value of the ſacrifice which he offer d up as 

ba- the great high prieſt of their profeſſion, may, 

ind I at the ſame time, ſhew their faith in him to 

ch, be fincere, by their ſubmitting to him as 
their King, and by bowing to the ſcepter of 
his righteous government. FE, 

2. The Spirit enables a Chriſtian to plead = 

his adoption before God with a filial confi- 
dence, The apoſtle Paul has told us, that 
t becauſe we are ſons, God has ſent forth 
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, ena- 
bling us to cry Abba, Father.” Whenthe ho- 

ly Spirit ſtirs up one who believes in Chriſt, 

to cry to the Father of mercies, this is a cet 
tain fruit of the life of regeneration; and by 
this ſuch a perſon, may know he is adopted 
by God. When the Spirit is ſent into the 
hearts of believers, they may, with a holy _ 
filial fear, addreſs themſelves to God, as a 

__- was „ 


5 
ly, dion; he lays him open to the view of faith, 

y as groaning, bleeding, ſighing, dying for fins 

o- not his own; as one who in the greatneſs of 

fi- | his ſtrength trod the win of God's 
* | 

bt. 

to 
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knows their brittle frame; and who being |} li 
acquainted with their frail compofition, in I l 
all his dealings, remembers that they are but I h 
duſt. Hypocrites may, with confident for- | ci 


mality, call God their Father ; but when 


a2 man calls God Father in ſincerity, he muſt | hi 


have faith in his promiſes, and muſt have his in 
heart fill'd with love to him. is 
3. The Spirit bears witneſs with the ſpirit Il 2g 
of a Chriſtian. This the apoſtle Paul has P. 
told us in the following words: a ©« The gi 
Spirit himſelf bears witneſs with our ſpirits; It 
that we are the children of God,” The I ia 
Spirit himſelf, and not another, comes per-“ 
ſonally, and bears witneſs with our ſpirits, Wt 
or with our renew'd part; that we actually ¶ ha: 
ſtand in the relation of children to God. p. 
When a believer is abſolved from all con- the 
demnation, and is juſtified and accepted of Wii 
| God, when the lines and features of the new 
creature are drawn in his ſaul; and when 
the image of God is reſtored in him, he has 
the witneſs of his juſtification and ſanctifica- 
tion; and if he has the Spirit to ratify this 
double teſtimony, he has bim to bear wit- 
neſs with his ſpirit, and a flood of conſola- 
nion is — into his, foul. When the 
Spirit thus witneſſes to the truth of a Chriſ- 
tian's juſtification and ſanctification, his evi- 
dence carries with it the utmoſt certainty ; 
and he perſuades and overpowers him to be- 
* Rom. vill. 16. 1 


lieve, 
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ng lieve, that God has loved him with an ever- 
in laſting love; and that Chriſt bore him on 
ut his heart, when he hung bleeding on the ac- 
or- curſed tree. 1 | 
en 4. The holy Spirit ſeals up to a Chriſttian 
uſt his intereſt in the love of The ſeal- 
his ing of a Chriſtian to the day of redemption, 
is appropriated to the Spirit, and his almighty 
rit ¶ agency is exerted in it. God, as the a 5 
nas Paul has told us, “ has ſealed us, and has 
he given the earneſt of the Spirit in our hearts. 
ts; It is the holy Spirit, * © by whom we are 
'he ſealed to the day of redemption,” We are 
er- 7 ſealed by the holy Spirit of promiſe, who 
its, Ms the in of our inheritance,” and © God 
lly has given us the earneſt of the Spirit. The 
od. Spirit of God affixes a ſeal, and he affords 


»n- ihe earneſt of heaven; this double work is 
of ſuited to the diſtin faculties of a renew'd 
ew oul. When he affixes his ſeal, he ſhines 
1en upon the underſtanding of a Chriſtian, in 


order to ſcatter his doubts, brighten his evi- 
dences, and make heaven ſure to him. The 
mpreſs of the Spirit's ſeal is ; ſoul be of good 
comfort, God purpoſed to fave thee from 
cernity, Chriſt actually redeem'd thee, by 
lying on the croſs, and I will never leave 
thee, till I have conducted thee to the land of 
reſt : This ſtamp of the Spirit's ſeal mn 
own by the matter it ſeals up to us, which 
2 Cor. 1. 23. * Eph. iv. 30. | 
" Ib. 1 145 14 ® 2 Cor. v. 5. 


is 


: iĩt is a prelibation afforded to him at preſent 
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on fancy, but the greateſt reality, even 


mercy of God the Father, and the com- 
paſſionate kindneſs of God our Redeemer : 
When we are thus ſeal'd by the Spirit, he 
leaves us not to uncertainties, but works 
warm and lively apprehenfions of theglove 
of God and Chriſt in us, and ſo cauſes the 
clouds of our laviſh fears to vaniſh and fly 
away. At the ſame time that the Spirit 
ſeals up the love of God to the intellectual 
faculties of a Chriftian, he gives him the 
earneft of the heavenly inheritance, which 
work refers. to the will : This earneſt of 
heaven is more than a pledge, for that is 

only given for a time, ind may be redeem'd 
and took away; but an earneſt is part of 
what is to be paid, or freely given: The 
earneſt of heaven confirms the contract 
made between God and a penitent ; and as 
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of joys ſubſtantial and ſincere, ſo it gives him 
the aſſurance of receiving much more, even 
Joys divinely great and glorious. The earneſt 
| of the Spirit is not a bare perſuaſion wrought 
in a Chriſtian's mind, that he ſhall go to 
heaven; bur it is a communication to him 
of ſome drops of the ſweetneſs which is Ng 
there, that by feeling and taſting he may 
know what heaven is. „ 
There is corruption remaining in the beſt 
of men; and therefore it is poſſible, after 
| _ Chriſtians have had the benefit of * 
4 35) a 


* 
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of 
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they mar provoke God by their-ſins to hide 


of his countenance from them, and 


if ffs, their former light will make their dark 


t of deſpondency more diſagreeable. Nay 
-_ fe falls out, that their aſſurance 


he them up, and that 


God to chem; ſo that they provoke the ho- 
ly Spirit to withdraw If, and to hide 
; light. of his countenance from them. 
Aſſurance may thus be loſt, and in this it 
differs from faith, which can never be ut- 
terly rooted our, after it is once implanted: 
But he who is favour'd with this carneſt of 
heaven, is as ſure of going Wy Yo his ex- 
ceeding joy, when the ſhort f 42 of his mor- 
al life is meaſured out, as had already 
waded thro' death's dark flood, and had ac- 
wally ſet his feet within the borders of that 
land of pure delight, which is very far off. 

IV. True Chriſtian - 8 is to be 
udged of by the fruits it produces. 

It nen concerns us to diſtinguiſh che 
pirir of truth from the ſpirit of error, and 
to know the imperial coin of a goſpel aſſu- 
nance from the counterfeir metal of an ar- 
— preſumption 

arefully weig and conſtantly. carry in 
mind, three things which will help us to 

guiſh the teſtimony of the 89 pirit of 
dd from the craftieſt deluſions of ul | 
* aſſurance ö adon, which i 18 
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they graft ſpiritual 
pride-upon right Frau of the love of 
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from che Spirit, ever raiſes our eſteem for 
Chriſt. It is in Chriſt that the platform of 
our redemption is laid, and he original 
draught of it is in him; therefore the clearer 
view we have of our falvation, the greater 


value we ſhall have for Chriſt, becauſe the 


whole fabric of our ſalvation is built upon 
him. Whatever God does to us, or for us, 
in a way of mercy and grace, he does it to 
us and for us in Chriſt, or on his account. 


If we are choſe of God to falvation, it is in 


Chriſt; if we are redeemed from the wrath 
of God, and the torments of hell, it is be- 
cauſe Chriſt ſuffer'd for us, and bore away 
our guilt ; if we are juſtified, it is for his 
righteouſneſs ſake; if we dye to fin, it is be- 
cauſe he died; if we are raiſed from the 
grave of corruption, it is becauſe he roſe 
and revived; and if we have our ſalvation 
ſeal'd up to us, it is becauſe he has taken 
poſſeſſion of the heavenly manſions for us 
he whole of our ſalvation in its glorious 
and beautiful contexrure, is either framed 
in Chriſt, or wrought out for us by him; 
therefore the fuller aſſurance we have of this 
falvartion, the more value we muſt have 


for Chriſt, the author and teacher of it. 


When the ſeal of the Spirit is ſer to the great 


charter of our falvarian, to give us aſſurance 
of it, our efteem for our great incarnate God 


is heighten d, in that we are made ſenſible, 
how much we need him, and that without 
WOT. | him 


w 
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him we are nothing, and can do nothing. 
_ V are aſſu . ſalvation, are 
ſo far from remutti eir dependence on 
Chriſt, that none more uſe of him, 
and are more conſtant in their reliance on 
him, and more uent in their recourſe 
to his blood than ey; for the ſame wit - 
neſs who affures them of falvation thro 
him, lets them ſee, that without him they 
would be ruin d for ever. 
2. The aſſurance of ſalvation, which is 
from the witneſs of the Spirir, makes us 
more holy. We are ſeal d to falvation by 
the holy Spirit, who cannot be ſuppoſed to 
encourage any looſeneſs, which is contrary, 
to his infinitely pure nature, but muſt 5 
quicken and — to greater holineſs. 
There muſt be much faith and love, humi- 
lity and fear, ſelf-denial and uprightneſs, ho- 
lineſs and purity, circumſpection and wach- 
fulneſs, wherever the Spirit comes to dwell. 
He is infinite in purity, and will never take 
up his abode with one, whoſe heart is a re- 
ceptacle of all pollution, Such therefore as 
boaſt of aſſurance, and yet can take their 
ſwing in fin, and conform in their practice 
tothe ringleaders of all profaneneſs and pro- 
fligacy, are vain and impudent pretenders, 
and are led captives by the Devil at his will. 


* 


Aſſurance ſets all a i 8 


es 1 4 
new and clearer light: 18 85 _—— 
every thing contrary to the Spirit of God; 
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and as it the earneſt of heaven, it will make 
2 one who enjoys it more heavenly, and 
uently more holy. Such as are with. 
out aſſurance will move on towards heaven 
with a feeble pace and ſlow ſteps; but 
when they are aſſured of their ſalvation, fer. 
vor and vehemence, zeal and courage, love 
and patience, will fill their breaſts, and they . 
will, with enlargedneſs of heart, run in the 
way of God's commandments, and inſpired f 
wittf heavenly vigour, will paſs on from 
ſtrength to — till they appear before In 
God, and ſet their feet on the eternal hills, 
where they ſhall be for ever in the preſence if fr 
of their glorified head. be 
z. The aſſurance of ſalvation, which is i 
from the teſtimony of the Spirit, always i be 
makes us keep cloſe to the ſcriptures; be- 


cauſe a true goſpel aſſurance ever comes to ſſh» i 
us, by ſomething promiſed in ſcripture. The i the 
apoſtle Paul has plainly told us, that when in 
we are ſeal'd, * © we are ſeal'd by the holy ma 
Spirit of promiſe.” When the Spirit ſeals Noth 
up comfort, he always does it by fulfilling ucu 
the truth of ſomething promiſed in ſcrip- ¶ mo 


ture; and without this he never works af- 
ſurance: When he does this he takes ſome 
evangelical 2 ſets it home on our 
hearts, and brings us under the comforting 
efficacy of it: therefore all raptures of joy 
and enlargements, which come only from 


* Eph. i. 13. 3 
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injections i into the mind, and warm faſhings 
of the fancy, without ſomethin Des 
in criprure do back them are no better than 
diabolical deluſions, enthuſiaſtic 8 
the effects of a crazy brain, and a diforder'd 
head. If men pretend to aſſurance, and 
what they call affurance leads them off from 
che written word of God, they are n6t-led 
by the ſure light of God's Spirit, but by the 
falſe fire of their own wild imaginations. 
V. Aſſurance is afforded to Chriſtians 
more at ſome ſeaſons, than at others. 
As all true aſſurance of the love of God is 
from the witneſs of che holy Spirit, it cannot 
be thought, that, he, a ſovereign free agent, 
ſhould be tied up, as to the time, in which 
he gives it, or as to the meaſure, according 
to which he beſtows. - is in MEN as It 
i in all caſes, relating to e degrees of grace; 
the Spirit breathes as he pleaſes, and gives not 
an account of his matters to any one: as he 
makes ſome Chriſtians ſuperior in grace to 
others, and makes ſome 1 
ucular grace, and others more remarkab 
mother; ſo he beſtows on ſome Chriſtians 
higher meaſures of aſſurance, than he does 
am others.and affords the ſame Chriſtian more 
af it at ſome ſeaſons, than at 2 As to 
the reaſons of his e are not 
to be demanded by us w ſhort lighted 
creatures; for as it would be great conceit in 


us to CR to direct — wiſdom, ſo it 
GT would 
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would be inſolent arrogance for us to fay to 

an agent of infinite , what doeſt thou? 
| But tho it is impoſſible for us to give an ex- 
act account of the times and ſeaſons, in which 
che Spirit of God affords aſſurance; yet tak- 
| ing the ſcripture for our guide, and 
1 on what we meet with in our converſe | 
* Chriſtians, we may mark out ſome ſeaſons, 
*N in which believers are more under the ſealing 
8 © influence of the holy Spirit, than at others: 
| and, for the generality, they may be ſaid to 
| be ſuch as follow. OY 
| . The holy Spirit often gives aſſurance to 
| Chriſtians, when they converſe with God 
and Chriſt, in the ordinances of the goſpel. 

| There are comfortable ſeaſons in which the 

heart of a Chriſtian is made to burn within 
him, when he hears the glories of a cru- 
cified Saviour laid to him, in the 
1 of the goſpel of reconciliation; 

e is enabled, in ſome meaſure, to fay, 
Chriſt is the God of my ſalvation; he has 

in his keeping the keys of death and hell; he 
will pluck out the ſting of the king of ter- 
rors, and will never fi 7 4 to be caſt 

pair. 


in the land of darkneſs and Under 
the miniſtry of reconciliation, when the pro- 
miſes of God are explained and enforced, a 


Chriſtian is often by faith carried out, not 
only to lay hold on the promiſe, but to ap- 
propriate it to himſelf for his comfort and 


Joy | 


4 
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Among all the ordinances of the goſpel, 
none tends more to the promoting aſſurance, 
chan that of the Lord's ſupper; there a be- 
lever lays a freſh hold on the promiſe and 
” if cath of God, to ſeal up the free pardon of 
4 fin, to all who plead the blood of his Son; 
, 
Z 
) 


and there the worthy receiver renews his en- 
rement to be the Lord's; at ſuch a ſeaſoi 


urance, in ſome meaſure, is afforded 


ic is 21 to the ſtrength of faith, 
ad the lively exerciſe of grace. When faith 
is ſtrong, and grace is in act and lively ex- 
erciſe, a Chriſtian may with joy draw water 
out of the wells of ſalvation; but if faith is 
faint, and grace weak, no wonder if ordi- 
nances prove like dry breaſts, and wells with- 
out water. In the ordinance of the Lord's 
ſupper,-Chriſt is repreſented, as made a curſe 
in our ſtead, and a facrifice in our place, to 
bear away our fins; and when we believing- 
ly receive the elements of bread and wine, 
we receive the ſeal of God's love, and a 
deeper ſenſe of it is im on our hearts. 
2. The Spirit often gives affurance to Chriſ- 
tans, before, and after ſevere tryals. 
Before ſevere tryals, God by his Spirit 
gives his favourites a taſte of his love, to for- 
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1, ufy them againſt the difficulties which they 
not ¶ re called to encounter. When the Saviour 
2 of the world had heard a voice from heaven 
laying Þ © this is my beloved Son, in who 
= A * $ : | . | 
Jong 2 | * * 17. 1 


nd 
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I am well pleaſed,” he was preſently call'd 
to a fore conflict with great and ſtrong temp- 
trations; he had no ſooner heard his Father 
| proclaim his approbation of him, but he 
9 epd upon a ſtage, where his righteous ſoul 
was to be ver d with the aſſaults of an evil 
ſpirit; for when the voice had been utter'd 
om heaven, the evangeliſts aſſure us, that 
immediately Chriſt was led by the Spirit in- 
to the wilderneſs to be tempted by the De- 
vile. When our bleſſed Lord had been ho- 
nour'd with the Father's ſolemn approbe- 
tion, he had ſcarce time to breath, before a 
black ſcene of temptation open'd upon him; 
no ſooner had the Father ſolemnly pro- 
claim'd his entrance on the mediatorial work, 
and the Spirit come down upon him, but 
he was expoſed to the aſſaults of the author 
of evil: who not only would have drawn 
him to the fin of impatience, but inſolenth 
ſollicited ſubordinate, inferior worſhip, as 
the God of the lower world, from bim ; 
who, tho' in one capacity he was a man, 
yer in another, was the ſame Lord of thun- 
ders, who had caſt from the heights of hea- 
ven, for rebellion againſt him, the impure 
ſtare, who was then tempting him, and 
the other hapleſs companions of his fall 
As (vod gave the man Chriſt Jeſus comfort, 
o peepare him for grappling with gres* 


| © Mark I. 13. Matth. be: & © 


remp- 
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off from al things here below, and they 


ials; - 
2 


o of be love, to + 5 
ſenſible, that he was never unmindful of 
them, and that their enjoyment of preſeng 
comfort, may weigh. down all their former 
ſorrows: as God in a way of fatherly cor- 
rection, makes his people, as the reward of 
their fins, drink of the wine of aſtoniſh- 
ment; ſo he beſtows the wine of aſſurance 
to ſuch as are of heavy hearts, that the 
may remember their miſery no more; — 
that when their tryals are over, they may 
not be tempted to tink, he ever forgot to 
be gracious to them. 

3. The Spirit often gives aſſurance to bs: 
levers under ſharp. afflictions; as aſſurance 
is afforded, before tryals, that Chriſtians 
may not be overcome ; and after they are 
try'd, that they may not queſtion God's 
care; ſo it is afforded them ſometimes, in 
che very ſeaſon of trial, that they may not 
fink under their afflictions. When Chriſ- 
og are in a diſconſolate ſtate, then the 

Spirit conveys comfort into their hearts. 
Under ales, believers are beat 


find no relief in creatures; when it is 2 


ly Job, under ſeyere trials, 
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their hearts ate 'cxflarged ke 


deſrre that u bl a Full or 
ſatisfaction in reg For then they 
fll'd with che * comfort. Ben he 


utter d che fol. 
lowing noble declaration, 4 Ino that 
my Redeemer lives, and that he ſhall Rang, 
at the laft day, on the Arth; 3 af- 
ter my ſkin, worms deftro 

in my fleſh hall Tice 0 8 1 ml 
ſee for my ſelf, and my eyes (hall 1 
and not another, A ary reins are 
ſumed within me.“ "When all Was 
with this worthy'perfon from withour, be 
had inward light, to diſcern his intereſt m 
the everliving Redeemer's love; he kney 
that when his ſoul left its earthty 'taber- 
nacle, it would to God His *exceeding 
joy; and he was Küsßed, that, tho worm 
and putrefaction might conſume his fleſh, 
yet at the laſt day, he ſhould awake and 
a a joy and his own- nature, or tis 

in Joy and delignt. 

y Spirit hen vey een 
© Chien e eee The 
Spirit of God is not only given to Jufferers, 
as a fpirit of life, aug Ar it of glot); 


to this purpoſe the apoſtle Peter addrefs'l i ©c 
Himſelf 2 his companions in 2 hi 


If you are reproach'd for the name of 
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3 


— 9% 


ASSURANCE) 35 
Chriſt; happy are you, for the no 
glory. and God reſts upon. ag N 


ſians have the Spirit 49 
kening, and aden to Ss 


quic 
bave him not as: 
as ha is thus, he 3 | — | 
manner, to ſuch as, ſuffer, for eſſing 
Chriſt, and he reſts upon them; he ſo ele- 
rates their faith, that, e | 
ing view. of the ſuperlatixe. glory. of the o- 
ther World, which. fills them with a glo- 
riqus; joy. It was, a view. of heaven, that 
made the. great law-giver of Iſmael, at his 
firſt ſetting out as the deliverer af the. ſeed 
af Jacob, chooſe rather to be. accounted. a, 
brother to ſuch as were reckon d ſlaves, than 
ta be call d the kinſman, or nephew to 

ing of Egypt: When, he forſook N 
fures and gaiety of 3 rich court, for the: 
lake of, chooſing che reproach of Chriſt, it 
vas becauſe, he. ſaw, by faich, him who, s 


Z him, There is 
lome eminent, and more than 
aciſe of faith and love, which God 2 
ery believer to, at one time or other; if. 
Wh. 09/006 omits obedience to. God, in 
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this * point, he obſcures the he of 
his grace, and deſtroys the lively LP 
comfort. One reafon why many walk in 
darkneſs all their days, is, they have not 
been faithful to God, when he put their 
faith and obedience to the teſt; which has 
brought it abour, that they never afterwards 
could recover their loſs, wt reſpect to 
comfort. On the contrary, if a believer 
cheerfully and readily hea ens to the voice 
of God, when he is called to ſome difficult 
ſervice, he generally: receives from Goda 
ial and liar expreſſion” of favour. 
ole Solon wee . who were made 

_ uſe of by the king of Sion, to begin the 
great work of reforming the church, from 


the corruptions 8d Pepe E might, if they 


had follow'd the reaſo _ of fleſh and 
blood, have fat down this ought 
that it was very unlikely that a 

obſcure monaſticks could — — the he f 
antichriſtian world; but th — were far, ve- 

ry far from taking up with ſuch plauſible 
reaſonings; but on the contrary, ſetting 
themſelves in the front of God's barrel, they 
boldly founded a retreat from the tents of 
che man of fin; and they generally had 


ſuch high meaſures of aſſurance of the love 


jd God, that conſulting their — frame 
| ſpirit and their experience, were 
ready to imagine, that faith always carried 
This was indeed 2 
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would have run into, had not been 
bleſs d with high meaſures of aſſurance. 

6. The Spirit often gives aſſuranoe co 
believers at the time of dead It is 


ly poſſible, that a poor weak mortal Fas] 


triumph over his laſt and his great enemy 


were it not for the aſſurance he has, that 


pains will be follow d witty 


down-a Chriſtian's tabernacle of clay, whey 


his ſtrength fails, when his ſpirits flag, when 


his nerves ſhake;: when his tongue faulters, 
when his joints tremble, and when a cold 
damp bedews his brows, what 16 it can 
him to triumph and rejoice? but 
an affurance that when his TX takes its 
fight, it will be ſafely lodged in the hands 
of his merciful Redeemer, ho has diveſt- 
ed death of its 
we all its terrors. Though the Spirit of- 

gives aſſurance to Chriſtians at death, 
— — have not this privilege; for ſome, 
s we may with charity judge, have, not 
without doubts and fears, taken their flight 


for the happy land, where there will be o 


more ſorrow, nor crying, nor pain; ome: 
and that the greateſt part of Chriſtians re- 
ſien up their ſpirits to Chriſt, firmly truſt- 
ing in him, but vrithout raptures of tri- 
umph; whilſt others, wich 2 proſpe 
pale, . and with ſouls l Spread, « 

14 ik, 
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withaur 1 * de octan 
of eternity, and with, ſongs of trinmph in 
their months, leave this: world of forrow, 
mt take poſſaſſien of the realms; of joy, reſt, 

laich dbwn their lives for the fake of Chriſt 
and his guſpel, have been fauour'd wich: the 
degvers of aſſunanct as their death: 


2 3 
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going to be for ever vrith the Lord. 
ance is not confiſtenc with a ſtate of unper-. 


EBPRARETSSS S142 THEISASLSSSTSSTED:z 


_- by 
- — . ———— — . — 
S OO 1 A AI — DUI ö—w ¶ e ]— .. . ...... — —— — 
. . 


"AS SUR NCE- 39 
ſection and trial, and therefore is not to be 
by Chriſtians. 
Tbere can be none ſure ifs Folith as to 
imagine, that they can be entirely free from 
ſin, white about Wick thein a 
body of qm and death. As leng as in dwells 
in our mortal bodies, it will, by its frequent 
ſtirring, and Irs vnruly motions, damp ot 
joys, and ohſeure our evidenees for heaven, 
: that we ean _—_— per Wed 3 
e bleſſing of af. 
— Boks we al > be air. 
1 love of Chriſt, we 
ſhould not need to be found in che 
of many duties, which are | 
what neefl- would there be of ping our 
faves; or indeed, What room would there 
be for it, if we were always to know what 
we arc? There would be no occaſion for 
watching # temptations, if we were 
to know beforehand, we 'thall overcome 
them; — WE thould. not find Wo ſelves 
under neee renew ily our 
wotk of r — could we Ye perfented, 
that ſin would not bring us· under the frowns 
of God's fatherly anger. Uninterrupred- 4 
forance is no more to be attained to in this 
— =_ abſolute perfection; to pretend to 
only ſhews, chat men can take up with 
. — inſtead of faith, and can Pleaſe them- 
ſclves with an arrogant preſumption, as if 
it were CO aſſurane. 1 | 
The. 
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ture of ſaving faith, then they greatly con- 
found the minds of weak Chriſtians, who 
blend faith and aſſurance together. It is 
often ſeen that 1 of the ſinceri- 
ty of their faith, becauſe, of their want of 
aſſurance ; this. is from their having enter- 
tain'd a crude conceit, that wherever there 
is faith there muſt be aſſurance; a little con- 
verſation amongſt thoſe, whom we may 
charitably judge to be good Chriſtians 
would, one would think, convince perſons 
of the folly. of this: were the caſe ſo, no 
Dun would ever have any doubts; but 
as 28 tells us, that many e ey 
down wi ſponding th ts, W on 
their ſouls deſire 10 — on 
Chriſt, ſo the moſt a Chriſtians are, 
at times, not without their cares and fears. 
2. If all true aſſurance makes ſuch who 
have it, value Chriſt, if it renders them 
more holy; and if it keeps them cloſe t 
the ſcriptures, then all pretences to aff 
rance, without theſe marks, are to be di 
a e They are wretchedly infatuated, 
o | to elevated communion with 
God, in the perfection of a contemplative 
life, or in internal prayer, or in mar- 
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ö or * 3 words of va- 
invent, and at time neg- 
. Ci, by whom only we can have 
communion with God. He that will pre- 
tend to go to God, without the — 
of Chriſt, will have no communion | with 
him, as the God of all grace, but will meet 
him in the fury of his wrath. If an 
tend to aſſurance, and yet are not holy and 
blameleſs in their lives, their pretences are 
to be deſpiſed; for what fe e 
there be between light and darkneſs, or be- 
tween God and Belial? If others pretend 
to the ſame, and yet prize raptures, injec- | 
tions, or the like, to the written word, they 
are to be pitied as perſons diſorder d in their 
heads, or detected as cheats and impoſtors. 
Let us not hearken to the whiſperings of 


erroneous ſpirits, leſt we depart from the 
rock of our ſalvation, take a lawleſs liberty 


in fin, or go off from the ſure word of pro- 
phecy ; but let us liſten to the Spirit of truth, 
that he may, as a comforter, abide with us 
for ever; t at he may ſhed abroad his _ 
in our hearts, and that we may 


the aſſured een of the Slory of 


God. 

3. If the irie-difpenite the ble af 
aſſurance in Wire did way, then Gris 
ought to leave this matter to his wiſe di 
nen his favours, 


ſhould not die with as much triumph, as 


withdraw himſe 
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| _—_— 1 prize their 

ivilege. Chriſtians are uneaſy, that 
2 evidences — not ſo clear as thoſe of 
others, and they are concerned, leſt they 


they have known ſome have; this may, per- 
haps, take its riſe from an honeſt deſire to 
lorify God in life and at death; but as the 
uſts of the mind are too apt to entwiſt 
themſelves, with the graces of the Spirits 
working, it is well, if in _ eager and 

wil 
in the fleſh, OT too — — — a 
deſire of glorifying God. We ſhould be 
d e to the Spirit of God, that 
he would make us more holy; but ve 
ought to leave matters to him, as to what 
degrees of hope and aſſurance he will be- 
4. H we defire aſſurance, we ought to 
take the utmoſt care, to do nothing that 


may 1 and provoke him to 


end, let us not give up our ſelves to ſenſu- 
ality and earthly mindednefs ; let us be ex- 
ing careful, not to fall into an unwary, 
uncircumſpect walking; let us never ſpare 
and harbour fpiricual laſts; and let us guard 
againſt a pharifaic ſpirit; or that ſpi- 
ritual pride, which puts us upon endeavour- 
ing to be partakers with Chriſt, in * 
Mon | TY 
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1 ſalyation: If we do not watch a:: 
gainſt theſe things, which are highly offen- 


five to the Spirit, we ſhall tind they will be 
the ſorrowful cauſes of his withdrawment 
from us, and of his leaving our feet to 
ſtumble on the dark mountains. of gloomy 
fears, uncomfortable doubts, and unwelcome 


deſpondencies. Ir 
5. If we deſire aſſurance, ler us be. fe- 


quent in trying our ſelves. If we would 


know what we are, we muſt examine our 
ſelves. If we are in a ſtate of fin, we ſhould 


deſire to know it, that we may be warn d 


of our danger. If we are in a ſtate of re- 
conciliation, we ſhould defire to know it, 
that we may reap the comfort of it. When 
Chriſtians fit down to converſe with their 
own hearts, it is ſeldom that their ſearch is 
without ſucceſs; when they. are cold, the 
heavenly fire begins ſometimes to burn; and 
when they are moſt in — the divine 


with the glimmeri 
We ſhould try our 
experience, that when we are oſt Gllici- 


tous to know what we are, the Spirit will 


make known the naked truth co ys, with 
reſpe& to our ſtate and frame. 

6. If we defire aſſurance, we ſhould of- 
ten plead the promiſe 
Spirit, There is ſuch 


== 
a 
„ 


* 5 * : F : - | . 
44 OF CH 


F at 7 BL. N 9 * 
* * © 
* 


RISTIAN 
has ſaid, «8 I will 3 my Spirit on all 
Meſh.” The fulfilling of this promiſe we 
ſhould plead; for tho! in a higher ſenſe, it 
belonged to the apoſtles, and the firſt 
* — of the goſpel, who were divinely 
_ -Inſpired, yet it was not confined to them, 
but belongs, in a lower meaſure, to ordina- 
ry believers. As under the old teſtament, 
believers were. to pray for the incarnation 
of the promiſed Meflias ; fo Chriſtians, un- 
der the goſpel œconomy, are to pray for 
the pouring forth of the Spirit: we ſhould 
often plead this promiſe with God, and 
| ſhould give him no reſt, till we ſee the ac- 
compliſhment of it in our own ſouls. 
7. If we defire aſſurance, let us multi- 
ply the direct acts of faith. None without 
a ſucceſſive flux of . life, can renew 
the direct acts of faith; but this Chriſt will 
never deny to ſuch as believingly depend on 
him. A Chriſtian ought to do over again, 
what he did, when he firſt believed; for 
faith, by the repetition of every direct act, 
tends towards aſſurance. When a man firſt 
believes, he ſtays the weight of his ſoul on 
Chriſt; when he feels ſuch a burden on 
himſelf, as he cannot bear, and ſees a depth 
of miſery under him, into which his guilt 
will fink him, he relies on Chriſt, as the 
only perſon that can bear him up under his 
burden, and can keep him from falling into 
the pit of deſtruction: this direct act of faith 
ES 8 Acts ii. 17. 
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is put forth by every one, when he firſt be- 
„res l Chee, l er It 6 fern, 
the more the vigour of faith is increaſed, 
and the nearer it approaches to aſſurance. 
When a Chriſtian repeats his dependence 
on Chriſt, he may hope that whatever 
tumblings and toſſings, reelings and ſtagger- 
ings, he may have, yet in all the earth- 
quakes of partial unbelief, with which he 
may be ſhook, he ſhall keep his ſtanding on 
the rock of ages, and ſhall not be ſo moved, 
as to be wholly thrown off it. Whatever 
promiſe we may have found to be a parti- 
_ cular ſupport to our ſouls, when we firſt 
believed; let us repeat the actings of faith 
on Chriſt in that promiſe, and take a faſter 
hold of it, till we can ſee our title to hea 
ven to be firm and immoveabbe. 
8. If we deſire aſſurance, let us labour 
after higher d of holineſs and purity, 
in heart and life. The farther ſin is driven 
from the heart, the nearer the Spirit, as a 
comforter, will come; the more corruption 
dies in our ſouls, the more will he refreſh 
us with the viſitations of his mercy; and the 
more ſevere we are in mortifying the deſires 
of the fleſh, and in crucifying the luſts of 
the mind, the more ſenſible will he make 
us of our part and portion in a bleſſed eter- 
nity. A ſalvation is inconſiſtent 
wich the preſumptuous commiſſion of ſin, 
e 


nr 


00 nd WB Gernot. A... ot and 
: — . 


* En 9 8 N g * , | * a 3 Maes . 
* ” A 1 2 a * of a a r 
9 * 1 : N f 55 a e > 5 * 3 $ n 
x a 2 1 5 #; : . 3 8 
y 'S; « By * * - 
? i , 
* # 9 4 a 3 4 q op 5 * N * * * . * 
» 5 * 3 . Z * A S " 855 * 
. ſ . r £5 — 4 + 
* * 3 4 * 8 . a £ ; 
* 8 
* * 
[4 ö _ 
= 


K : 1 1 a K ” * * N * W 
: * 1 4 N 4 , - 2 * 1 * . 4. OY 4 = 
2 Cee - bt \ * A * s 2-2 IR 
: rs Ms ct —_ eng 
* f 9 
= 


e OF CHRISTIAN | 


therefore if we are preſumptuous ſinners, or 
wilful neglecters of our duty, we can never 
look for the comfortable beams of God's 
love, but muſt expect to lie under the cloud 
of his diſpleaſure. G 
9. If we deſire aſſurance, let us grow in 
the grace of humility. Aſſurance is 
ſerved by a ſpiritual growth in — 4 
but it is loſt, if we proudly boaſt of our 
ur: When we have got over tryals, and 
have attain'd comfort, we muſt walk hum- 
bly, leſt we fall into ſmarter ſoul afflitions; 
and when we have overcome temptations, Wl « 
we muſt diſtruſt our ſelves, leſt we are ſur- Ml ; 
priſed with temptations ſtronger and more f 
violent. Too many Chriſtians, when the 
night of deſertion ends in the light of con- 
ſolation, and when they have overcome 
temprations, grow ſecure, proud and ſelf. BW | 
confident, this is the reaſon, why they - 
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gain are left to grope in the dark, and 
why their ſtrength fails, when they are & 
freſh aſſaulted. Faith is not more ary 
to the being of aſſurance, than humility is 
to the preſervation of it. Humility is the 
prelude to comfort, honour, and conquelt; 
but pride, when it is indulged, is ever 2 
prologue to darkneſs and deſertion, and 8 
haughty ſpirit, where it is kept up, and is 
not ſubdued, is too ſure a pelage of a fall. 

10. If we defire aſſurance, let us, relying 
on the aid and aſſiſtance of the bleſſed Spirit, 
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pr arp ces into act and lively exerciſe. 
e always attentive to the Spirit's 
motions, and let us never harden our ſelves 
unbelief, left we have him to reſolve, 
at we ſhall not enter into that reſt of faith, 
which is preliminary to an eternal reſt. Die ©. 
us be frequently ſtirring up our ſelves, and 
all that is within us, to take hold on Chrift, 
and then we may wait for his mereiful vi- 
ſits, with grace in its elevation, and before 
we are aware, our ſouls cone become like 
the chariots of a willing Ler us be 
often ſaying thus to our <4 ; place, Whom 
trouble e es ne | 


filence, you waves of unbelief 
about in our breaſts, to diſturb our inward 
Borg. fly open you everlaſting doors of our 
uls, and let all their immortal powers be 
Prepared for the reception of the Prince of 
peace: If we et into ſuch a frame, we 
may hope, that 2 RNS of glory and of 
grace will enter into our ſouls, attended with 


approach our unbelieving fears will vaniſh, 
our faith will be — d, our hopes 
will be enlarged, and the Spirit will be plen- 
pour d forth upon us, as a ſealing, 
Spirit. en it is thus with 

us, we ſhall have the foretaſte of thoſe joys 
divinely great, which will delight us, when 
ve ſhall come to ſtand in our lot among the 
righteous, and of thoſe pleaſures 3 
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all His train of ſpiritual bleſſings, at whoſe _ 
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